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Last Chance For Early Bird Registration

Since New Year?s fell in the middle of the week, I am extending the ?Early Bird Discount?
for our upcoming RIA 2025 Economic Summit through Sunday for our weekly newsletter
readers.

Don?t miss the opportunity to get your tickets for the 2025 Economic and Investing Summit
before prices increase on Monday to $149. Seating is very limited, and we will have time to visit
personally with attendees to answer your burning questions about 2025.

https://t.co/JFrfPJ11I8


Santa Is A No-Show

Last week, we discussed how it seemed as if Santa arrived on Christmas Eve, pushing the
markets back above the important 50-DMA. However, by the end of the year, it seemed investors
were naughty this year and received a&#2013266080;?lump of coal,? with markets selling off back
toward recent lows. One important note was that momentum and relative strength remained weak,
keeping selling pressure intact.

There is no way to sugarcoat the market?s poor performance. While December started with a
bang, it ended with a whimper, with a long stretch of daily losses into year-end. Now, 2025 is
opening with a whimper. Small caps fell apart after attempting to&#2013266080;?make a
comeback,? and overall market breadth declined. However, with the markets now oversold, we
should expect a rally heading into the Presidential inauguration, which likely started on Friday.

Despite Friday?s impressive reflexive rally, the market fell about 0.5% short of rallying enough to
save the ?Santa Rally.?

https://t.co/JFrfPJ11I8
https://realinvestmentadvice.com/resources/blog/is-optimism-too-optimistic-for-2025/


However, although the ?Santa Rally? failed to materialize, bullish hopes for 2025 are not yet lost.

?Since 1950, when all three January indicators (The Santa Claus Rally (SCR), First
Five Days (FFD) and the full-month January Barometer (JB)) are up, the S&P 500 was
up 90.6% of the time (29 out of 32 years) with an average gain of 17.7%. When one or
more of the Trifecta is down, in this case, the SCR, the year is up 59.5% of the time (25
of 42) with a paltry average gain of 2.9%.? ? Stocktraders Almanac

While the lack of a Santa rally is disappointing, as noted by Stocktraders Almanac:

?Of the 16 down SCRs since 1950, 11 years have been up and 5 down, but the
average gain is a tepid 6.1%.?

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1735999079_203_2024-Review-Another-20-Year-Whats-Next.png


However, even with a failed Santa rally, the January barometer holds the key for the year.
Historically, a positive January has been a bullish sign for stocks. The chart below highlights that
the popular Wall Street maxim has stood the test of time. Since 1950, the S&P 500 has posted an
average annual return of 16.8% during years that included a positive January. Furthermore, the
index generated positive returns in 89% of these years. In contrast, when the index traded lower in
January, annual returns dropped to -1.7%, with only 50% of occurrences yielding positive results.

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1735999080_903_2024-Review-Another-20-Year-Whats-Next.png


With the bulls needing a positive January performance, the market has its work cut out. However,
with the market?s short-term oversold and breadth, there is a reasonable technical setup for an
improvement in performance in January.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/image-36.png


However, will 2025 be another banner year? Maybe. But the market certainly faces headwinds,
from elevated earnings expectations to valuations. Our best guess is that while this year will likely
see a continuation of the bull market cycle, it will be punctuated by increased bouts of volatility that
will weigh on investor sentiment. In other words,&#2013266080;?buckle up and keep your arms
and belongings inside the vehicle.?

This week, we will do a short 2024 review.

Need Help With Your Investing Strategy?

Are you looking for complete financial, insurance, and estate planning? Need a risk-managed
portfolio management strategy to grow and protect your savings? Whatever your needs are, we are
here to help.

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1735999081_621_2024-Review-Another-20-Year-Whats-Next.png


2024 Review ? Another 20% Plus Year

The market had another 20% plus return for the year. As&#2013266080;we discussed previously
, the market rarely delivers an ?average? return of 8-10%. About 38% of the time, the market
delivers 20% or more returns.

Since 1900, the stock market has ?averaged? an 8% annualized rate of return.
However, this does NOT mean the market returns 8% every year. As we discussed
recently, several key facts about markets should be understood.&#2013266080;Stocks
rise more often than they fall: Historically, the stock market increases about 73% of
the time. The other 27% of the time, market corrections reverse the excesses of
previous advances. The table below shows the dispersion of returns over time.?

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/connect-now/
https://realinvestmentadvice.com/resources/blog/permabull-hardly/


For analysts, being permanently&#2013266080;?bullish?&#2013266080;leads to a 73% success
rate on market calls, which, if you are a professional baseball player, a .730 batting average will
enshrine you in the ?Hall Of Fame.? However, as investors, the problem with being always bullish
is the impact on our portfolios for the&#2013266080;?other?&#2013266080;27% of outcomes. This
is important in the history of 20% plus annual returns. In the table above, in the far-right column,
there are periods where 20% plus gains were clustered.
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So, what does that mean?

The Long Term

It is worth noting that these periods of ?well-above-average? returns were followed by ?well-below-
average? returns. As shown, these periods of ?mean-reversion? were generally triggered by some
event that reversed elevated valuation levels.

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1735999083_279_2024-Review-Another-20-Year-Whats-Next.png


As we see in the market, these periods of excess valuations are a psychological byproduct of
investor sentiment. Our 2024 review found that investor allocations to equities reached a record,
corresponding to a sharp increase in valuation levels as investors were willing to overpay for
earnings growth.
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As asset prices rise, speculation. increases, creating a ?feedback loop.? The more asset prices
rise, the more confident investors become, leading to further price increases fueling a bull market.
The chart below shows the length of previous bull markets throughout history, with the average
length of bull markets running about 5 1/2 years.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Household-Equity-Allocaitons-vs-Valuations-123124.png


However, while the long duration of bull markets favors being bullish, the problem is that
eventually, some ?event? occurs that causes a reversal of expectations. When that occurs,
investors reprice the market back to reality. As shown, bear markets and the ensuing recessions
are generally very short. Most bear markets last less than 18 months and are more painful
experiences.

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1735999084_24_2024-Review-Another-20-Year-Whats-Next.png


Does that mean 2025 will be a ?mean reverting? year? No. However, as discussed in this 2024
review, there are certain warning signs that next year could be very different.

2024 Review ? A Year Of Concentration

For the second year in a row, the one big standout was the level of market concentration. The
?Mega-cap? stocks have become an ever-increasing percentage of the S&P 500 index. We have
not witnessed this since the early 70s with the ?Nifty-Fifty? and just before the ?Dot.com? crash.
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Over the last few years, capital flows into the largest market capitalization stocks have led to an
increasing skew between the ?have and have nots.? Over the last year, the companies that
dominate the market capitalization weighting of the S&P 500 index created a substantial
outperformance over the equal-weighted index.

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1735999085_958_2024-Review-Another-20-Year-Whats-Next.png


Speaking of the ?have-nots,? the 60/40 allocation lagged far behind the S&P 500 index on a
performance basis as bonds struggled with ?sticky inflation? and continued to push to increase
portfolio risk as investors chased asset prices higher.
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However, that continued performance chase has led to the most significant rolling two-year
performance spread between the market capitalization and equal-weighted index since 2008 and
2019.

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1735999086_898_2024-Review-Another-20-Year-Whats-Next.png


While the surge in market concentration has been notable over the last two years, the chase for
performance has been a growing issue since 2014. As shown, the Nasdaq and S&P 500 (both
market-capitalization-weighted and dominated by the same stocks) have massively outperformed
everything from small and mid-capitalization companies to gold, oil, and bonds.

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1735999087_903_2024-Review-Another-20-Year-Whats-Next.png


Notably, in 2024, the ?Mega 7? market-capitalization companies returned 50%, while the S&P 500
was higher by 22%, and the Russell 2000 trailed far behind, rising just 12%.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Major-Market-Performance-since-2014-2024.png


The question is, why is this happening?

2024 Review ? Speculation Goes Parabolic

As discussed, the surge in ?Exchange-Traded Funds? or ?ETFs? has changed the investing
landscape.

?Following the 2020 pandemic shutdown, the Government and Federal Reserve went
into overdrive, providing round after round of fiscal and monetary support. Money
flooded the economy, from PPP Loans to rent moratoriums, $1500 checks directly to
consumers, debt forgiveness, zero interest rates, and quantitative easing.
Unsurprisingly, much of that money entered the financial markets, and retail investors
plowed nearly $900 billion in market-related ETFs. Interestingly, in 2024, most of those
supports are gone, interest rates have risen sharply, and the Federal Reserve is
reducing its balance sheet. Yet, somehow, investors figured out a way to push $913
billion (YTD) into ETFs, which is a record inflow.?

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/The-Mega-7-Vs-Everything-Else.png


That surge of capital into ETFs contributed to the outsized performance of large capitalization
companies, primarily the&#2013266080;?Magnificent 7,?&#2013266080;relative to the rest of the
index, as shown above. This happens because most of these passive ETFs are market
capitalization-weighted.

For example, every ETF that tracks the S&P 500 index, the Nasdaq, or some variation thereof has
the same top holdings. Currently, the top 10 stocks comprise roughly 40% of those ETFs.
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Therefore, every time someone invests $1 into one of those ETFs, roughly 40 cents of that dollar
flows into just 10 stocks. Such is why, in our 2024 review, those 10 stocks, except Microsoft,
outperformed the S&P 500 index by a wide margin.

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1735999090_621_2024-Review-Another-20-Year-Whats-Next.png


The byproduct of consistently rising prices and investors? chase for performance creates demand
for Wall Street to provide more products for investors to purchase. This is why 2024 saw a massive
increase in single-stock ETFs and, more critically, leveraged ETFs.
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The growing demand by investors to leverage speculate in the market is a topic we covered
recently in our Daily Market Commentary and is the hallmark of our 2024 review:

?We see surging volume in leveraged single-stock ETFs. An example of such an ETF is
Granite Shares NVDL. The ETF offers a 2x leveraged holding of Nvidia shares. If Nvidia
falls by 3%, the ETF will decline by 6%. Conversely, if Nvidia rises by 5%, the ETF will
climb 10%. Accordingly, leveraged single-stock ETFs can be incredibly speculative.
Furthermore, the massive surge in volume in such ETFs, as we share below, further
confirms speculative behaviors are growing.

Leverage and extreme speculation can drive markets higher than most investors
forecast. However, in the process, they create a divergence between fundamentals and

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/1735999091_987_2024-Review-Another-20-Year-Whats-Next.png


valuations, thus exposing the markets to risk. Increased leverage and speculation are
not reasons to sell immediately, but they indicate that markets are getting frothy,
warranting our close attention.?

The important point is that while 2024 was a great year in the markets, history suggests that
expectations for 2025 should likely be tempered. Such brings us to the obvious
question,&#2013266080;?What should I be watching for to signal a shift in&#2013266080;investor
sentiment??

2024 Review ? What To Watch For In 2025

While investors are giddy with returns over the past year, that exuberance has increased the
expectation that things will continue in 2025. Of course, earnings growth will be the biggest driver
for returns in 2025.

Forward earnings estimates are optimistic and well above their long-term historical logarithmic
growth trend. Analysts expect the S&P 500 will see earnings reach $249/share from $208/share at
the end of 2024. That is an expected growth rate of 19% for earnings. However, that current
estimate is $68/share above historical earnings? long-term exponential growth trend. While such
deviations existed previously, they were usually close to the point where such optimism ended. The
ends of those exuberant periods of earnings growth generally coincided with a recession or a
mean-reverting event. However, while estimates are currently very elevated, they can remain
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elevated longer than you think possible.

The timing of ?the? event that reverses more extreme investor exuberance and speculation is
always the most challenging.&#2013266080;However, it always occurs when it is least expected.
As we enter 2025, investor sentiment of expected stock returns over the next 12 months is near the
highest levels on record. At the same time, credit spreads remain near the lowest levels on record,
confirming the high degree of complacency in today?s markets.
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Such exuberance and overconfidence tend to precede some level of disappointment.

Earnings Matter More Than You Think

The most significant risk in 2025 is an event that causes a significant decline in earnings
expectations. As shown, there is a very high correlation between earnings trends and the rate of
change in asset prices.
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As I discussed in ?Predictions For 2025:?

?The problem with current forward estimates is that several factors must exist to sustain historically
high earnings growth.

1. Economic growth must remain more robust than the average 20-year growth rate.
2. Wage and labor growth must reverse to sustain historically elevated profit margins, and,
3. Both interest rates and inflation must reverse to very low levels.

While such is possible, the probabilities are low, as strong economic growth cannot exist in a low
inflation and interest-rate environment. More notably, if the Fed cuts rates further, as most
economists and analysts expect next year, such will be in response to a slowing economic
environment or financial stress. Such would not support more optimistic earnings estimates of $251
per share next year. This represents roughly a 19% increase from Q4-2024 levels
.&#2013266080;(In 2023, estimates for 2024 suggested a 14% increase, which was just 9%.
The long-term trend of earnings growth from 1900 to the present is just 7.7%).?
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While the bullish predictions for next year are certainly possible, that outcome faces many
challenges. This is particularly true given that the market trades at fairly lofty valuations. Even in
a&#2013266080;?soft landing?&#2013266080;environment, earnings should weaken, which
makes current valuations at 27x earnings more challenging to sustain. Therefore, assuming
earnings decline toward their long-term trend, that would suggest current estimates fall to
$220/share by the end of 2025. This substantially changes the outlook for stocks.

Follow The Rules

Looking back at 2024, it was certainly a very bullish year.

I have no idea how 2025 will turn out.

However, I am old enough to know that all good things eventually end. As such, it only seems
prudent to temper expectations for returns next year and watch credit spreads closely to determine
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when to reduce portfolio risk aggressively.

As we start a new year, it is worth repeating the rules that kept us out of trouble last year.

The Rules

1. Cut losers short and let winners run.&#2013266080;(Be a scale-up buyer.)
2. Set goals and be actionable.&#2013266080;(Without specific goals, trades become

arbitrary.)
3. Emotionally driven decisions void the investment process.&#2013266080;(Buy high/sell

low)
4. Follow the trend.&#2013266080;(80% of portfolio performance is determined by the long-

term, monthly trend. While a ?rising tide lifts all boats,? the opposite is also true.)
5. Never let a&#2013266080;?trading opportunity?&#2013266080;turn into a long-term

investment.&#2013266080;(Refer to rule #1. All initial purchases are ?trades? until your
investment thesis is proved correct.)

6. An investment discipline does not work if it is not followed.
7. ?Losing money?&#2013266080;is part of the investment process.&#2013266080;(If you

are not prepared to take losses when they occur, you should not be investing.)
8. The odds of success improve significantly when the technical price action confirms

the fundamental analysis.&#2013266080;(This applies to both bull and bear markets)
9. Never, under any circumstances, add to a losing position.&#2013266080;(?Only losers

add to losers.? ? Paul Tudor Jones)
10. Markets are either&#2013266080;?bullish?&#2013266080;or&#2013266080;?bearish.?

&#2013266080;During a&#2013266080;?bull market,?&#2013266080;be only long or
neutral. During a&#2013266080;?bear market,?&#2013266080;be only neutral or
short.&#2013266080;(Bull and Bear markets are determined by their long-term trend.)

11. When markets are trading at, or near, extremes do the opposite of the&#2013266080;
?herd.?

12. Do more of what works and less of what doesn?t.&#2013266080;(Traditional rebalancing
takes money from winners and adds it to losers. Rebalance by reducing
losers&#2013266080;and adding to winners.)

13. ?Buy?&#2013266080;and&#2013266080;?Sell?&#2013266080;signals are only useful if
implemented.&#2013266080;(Managing without a ?buy/sell? discipline is designed to fail.)

14. Strive to be a .700&#2013266080;?at bat?&#2013266080;player.&#2013266080;(No
strategy works 100% of the time. Be consistent, control errors, and capitalize on opportunities
to win.)

15. Manage risk and volatility.&#2013266080;(Control the variables that lead to mistakes to
generate returns as a byproduct.)

I sincerely wish you a happy and prosperous 2025.

Feel free to reach out if you want to navigate these uncertain waters with expert guidance. Our
team specializes in helping clients make informed decisions in today?s volatile markets.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/connect-now/


Have a great week.

Research Report

Subscribe To ?Before The Bell?&#2013266080;For Daily Trading Updates

We have set up a separate channel JUST for our short daily market updates. Please subscribe to
THIS CHANNEL&#2013266080;to receive daily notifications before the market opens.

Click Here And Then Click The SUBSCRIBE Button

[embed]https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h87m6yGM_M8[/embed]
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Subscribe To Our YouTube Channel&#2013266080;To Get Notified Of All Our Videos

Bull Bear Report Market Statistics & Screens

SimpleVisor Top & Bottom Performers By Sector

https://bit.ly/2Tqetau
https://www.simplevisor.com/home


S&P 500 Weekly Tear Sheet

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Market-HeatMap.png


Relative Performance Analysis

In last week?s newsletter, we noted that much of the rebalancing process occurred as expected,
and now the market is mostly oversold. That remained the case this past week. With 2024 behind
us, we begin tracking relative market performance once again. It is too early to make any
assessments about the market with only two days of trading in the books, but over the next few
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weeks, we should begin to see early trends emerge. With markets currently oversold, look for the
rally that started on Friday to continue into next week.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Market-Sector-Relative-Perforamnce.png


Technical Composite

The technical overbought/sold gauge comprises several price indicators (R.S.I., Williams %R, etc.),
measured using ?weekly? closing price data. Readings above ?80? are considered overbought,
and below ?20? are oversold. The market peaks when those readings are 80 or above, suggesting
prudent profit-taking and risk management. The best buying opportunities exist when those
readings are 20 or below.

The current reading is&#2013266080;64.39&#2013266080;out of a possible 100.

Portfolio Positioning ?Fear / Greed? Gauge

The ?Fear/Greed? gauge is how individual and professional investors are ?positioning?
themselves in the market based on their equity exposure. From a contrarian position, the higher the
allocation to equities, the more likely the market is closer to a correction than not. The gauge uses
weekly closing data.

NOTE:&#2013266080;The Fear/Greed Index measures risk from 0 to 100. It is a rarity that it
reaches levels above 90. The current reading&#2013266080;is&#2013266080;58.28 out of a
possible 100.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Technical-Gauge.png


Relative Sector Analysis
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Most Oversold Sector Analysis
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Sector Model Analysis & Risk Ranges

How To Read This Table

The table compares the relative performance of each sector and market to the S&P 500
index.
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?MA XVER? (Moving Average Crossover) is determined by the short-term weekly moving
average crossing positively or negatively with the long-term weekly moving average.
The risk range is a function of the month-end closing price and the ?beta? of the sector or
market. (Ranges reset on the 1st of each month)
The table shows the price deviation above and below the weekly moving averages.

With only two trading days into the new year, there is insufficient data to calculate each sector?s
and market risk ranges. We will update the analysis in full next week.

Weekly SimpleVisor Stock Screens

We provide three stock screens each week from&#2013266080;SimpleVisor.

This week, we are searching for the Top 20:

Relative Strength Stocks
Momentum Stocks
Fundamental & Technical Strength W/ Dividends

(Click Images To Enlarge)

RSI Screen
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Momentum Screen
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Fundamental & Technical Screen
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SimpleVisor Portfolio Changes

We post all of our portfolio changes as they occur at&#2013266080;SimpleVisor:

No Trades This Week

Lance Roberts,&#2013266080;C.I.O., RIA Advisors

Have a happy, safe, and prosperous New Year.

https://simplevisor.com/

