
Dow Slides While Nasdaq Rallies: Omen Or
Rotation?

The Dow has lost ground for three weeks running, down nearly 3.5% from its August 28 close,
while the Nasdaq 100 is slightly higher over the same period. That performance gap has worried
some market pundits, as they say it may be signaling a downturn. While that might be true, we
think the performance differential is more likely a rotation as investors adjust their holdings in
response to the Fed taking a more hawkish policy by raising rates.

The graph below shows that the Dow and Nasdaq were trading similarly until the Fed meeting on
September 16th. The divergence we note above largely occurred after the Fed meeting. Given the
Fed is more restrictive, it?s not surprising that economically sensitive sectors and financials
underperformed, while less sensitive sectors outperformed. Over the last three weeks, the
economically sensitive industrials sector fell 4.2%, and financial stocks, sensitive to rising interest
rates and a flattening yield curve, fell 3.9%. Over the same time frame, technology rose 2.1%.

As we show below, the Dow?s price-weighted construction is over 25% weighted toward financial
stocks, while the Nasdaq 100 holds none. Industrials account for 16% of the Dow, but only 3% of
the Nasdaq. Conversely, technology stocks are nearly 60% of the Nasdaq but only a fifth of the
Dow.

The 10-year Treasury yield touched its highest level since 2007, and the parts of the market
carrying the most cyclicality and refinancing exposure absorbed the damage. Technology shares
rallied on the rate hike, in part because AI infrastructure commitments are contracted years forward
and largely indifferent to a quarter-point move in the policy rate.



What To Watch Today

Earnings

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Dow-Slides-While-Nasdaq-Rallies-Omen-Or-Rotation.png


Economy

Market Trading Update

Yesterday, we covered the technical market levels heading into this week. Today, read the
calendar instead, because September market seasonality is playing out almost perfectly true to
form.

Start with the tape. The S&P 500 closed Friday at 7,650.50, roughly 1.9% below the August 13
record close of 7,798.99. That?s it. The index reclaimed its 50-day moving average near 7,615 on
Thursday. It sits about 6.5% above a rising 200-day near 7,180. The 14-day RSI is back near 50
after tagging the low 40s on Fed day. The real story is under the surface.&#2013266080;Only
about 31% of members trade above their own 50-day line, and nine of eleven sectors are
lower on the month.&#2013266080;This has been a narrow, rotational pullback, NOT a disorderly
one.

Notice how ordinary that is in the chart below. Since 1950, September is the only month with a
reliably negative average return, near-0.7%. The back half is the weakest two-week stretch on the
whole calendar. Scott Rubner?s desk at Citadel frames the same window from the flow side.
Buybacks are marching into blackout, from 10% of index weight now to 61% by September 30.
Roughly $7 trillion of options rolled off at Friday?s triple-witching and quarter-end rebalancing,
tilting pensions toward selling stocks. As I warned back in the spring, the seasonal headwinds are
real, and in a midterm year like 2026, the overlay only sharpens them.
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Here?s what matters. That same weakness is what builds the turn. Look at Citadel?s midterm-year
path below. Since 1928, the average midterm-year slide into quarter-end bottoms near September
30. From that low, it climbs about 5.6% into year-end, accelerating past Election Day. The index
has been higher for twelve months after every midterm since 1950.&#2013266080;We?re sitting
right at the ?you are here? mark, days past September opex, and just ahead of the seasonal
low.
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Then layer on earnings. The chart below tells the rest. Forward estimates are still climbing into the
fourth quarter, and Q2 delivered its steepest positive revision path since 2000. Price follows
earnings, and earnings keep rising.

For now, we continue to suggest holding quality and value over high beta. The cash buffer keeps
earning its 4%, right where we were Friday, and you want to start building a shopping list to add
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into the month-end weakness rather than chase a bounce. Capital preservation comes first. The
calendar is handing us an entry, not an exit, and the ones who wait to feel safe are the ones who
miss it.

Expanding On The Fed-Led Rotation

As we led this commentary and show below, courtesy of SimpleVisor, technology and energy
shares are outperforming the market, while most other sectors lag. Utilities are very oversold, likely
a response to higher interest rates. With low earnings growth and relatively high dividend yields,
utility stocks tend to correlate with bond yields. Some investors even treat them as a surrogate for
bonds.

While the divergence between technology and sectors like utilities, discretionary, and real estate is
getting extreme, a rotation toward those more conservative sectors may not be on the table
immediately. The market will likely want to feel more comfortable with Fed rate-hike expectations.
Furthermore, they may likely take their cue from bond yields. If the ten-year yield can resist 5% and
begin to trend lower, we suspect the lowest-scoring sectors may start to outperform. Furthermore,
rates are closely correlated with oil prices, so some sort of agreement with Iran could also go a
long way toward helping the underperforming sectors, but equally important, weigh on those
sectors if conditions remain combative.
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Earnings Mean Reversion: When Estimates Snap Back

This has been an incredible year in that Wall Street has spent all of it raising its earnings estimates,
and the second-quarter season only accelerated the trend. Analysts began the year expecting S&P
500 earnings to grow about 15%. By the close of Q2, that number had been ratcheted up to
roughly 24%, with 2027 and 2028 estimates drifting higher right behind it.1 Rising profits are good
news. The question I keep coming back to is whether the slope of these revisions can hold, or
whether we?re setting up for an earnings mean reversion that catches a lot of people leaning the
wrong way.

Here?s why it matters. Based on the current consensus, forward earnings are close to 50% above
their long-term growth trend. Make no mistake, a gap that wide does not appear at random
points in a cycle. It shows up near the top of one.

READ MORE?
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New UPDATED Trading Rules With Desktop Printout

?Want to achieve better long-term success in managing your portfolio? Here are our
&#2013266080;15-trading rules for managing market risks.?

Please subscribe to the daily commentary to receive these updates every morning before
the opening bell.

If you found this blog useful, please send it to someone else, share it on social media,
or contact us to set up a meeting.
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