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Did Santa Get Stuck In The Chimney?

Last week, we discussed that the selloff heading into Christmas was the setup for the beginning of
the year-end ?Santa Claus? rally. On Christmas Eve, Santa arrived, pushing the markets back
above the important 50-DMA. However, the market sold off on Friday to successfully retest the 50-
DMA. While it may seem that the ?Santa Rally? stalled, I suspect that we could see some buying
next week as portfolio window dressing concludes and traders position portfolios in the first two
days of January.

As shown, momentum and relative strength are weak currently, but if the market can break back
above the 20-DMA, this should bring buyers into the market. As we noted previously, the sell signal
keeps a lid on price appreciation, and until that reverses, there is limited upside to the markets over
this week. There is also the 24% possibility that a rally fails to materialize entirely. We suggest
managing portfolio risk until the market ultimately makes a decisive move.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/resources/blog/santa-claus-rally-or-did-the-fed-steal-christmas/


We continue to monitor yield spreads, which remain near the lowest level since the ?Financial
Crisis.? When yield spreads were this low previously, this equated to excessive optimism about
financial market conditions. This is the same currently, as investors are willing to overpay for the
risk they are taking on. Unfortunately, such has not ended well previously, but yield spreads will be
the leading indicator for investors to reduce portfolio risk more aggressively.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/image-122.png


For now, optimism remains high. But as we will discuss today, that is also a problem we need to
monitor closely.

Need Help With Your Investing Strategy?

Are you looking for complete financial, insurance, and estate planning? Need a risk-managed
portfolio management strategy to grow and protect your savings? Whatever your needs are, we are
here to help.

Is Optimism Too Optimistic For 2025?

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/connect-now/


In ?2025 Predictions,?&#2013266080;we showed some early indications of Wall Street targets for
the S&P 500 index, and, as is always the case, optimism for the coming year is very high. The
median estimate is for the market to rise to 6600 next year, which would be a disappointing return
of just 8.2% after two years of 20% plus gains. However, the high estimate from Wells Fargo
suggests a 14% return, with the low estimate from UBS of just a 5% return. Notably, there is not
one estimate available for a negative return.

Interestingly, optimism for 2025 has taken on an interesting twist. Over the last two years of above-
average returns, earnings growth has come from just the top-7 market capitalization companies in
the S&P 500 index. However, analysts now expect earnings to shift from the bottom 493
companies in the index.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/resources/blog/prediction-for-2025-using-valuation-levels/
https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/1735394501_525_Is-Optimism-Too-Optimistic-For-2025.png


The optimism in these assumptions is interesting because the economy has grown strongly over
the last two years, yet those 493 companies could not grow earnings. What will change in 2025?
Yes, President Trump has promised to extend the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, but that doesn?t change
the previous tax rate in the last two years. He has proposed to remove tax on tips and social
security, but that impacts only a small percentage of the population.

On the other hand, depending on the scale and areas of impact, deregulation could improve
earnings, but much of that will have to be passed through Congress, which could prove difficult.
The Federal Reserve hopes to continue to cut interest rates, but sticky inflation could slow that
process, particularly if economic growth remains strong into 2025. Even if the economy continues
to grow strongly, what will cause the shift in earnings growth from those dominant market players to
much smaller companies? Such is particularly the case given the continued reversal of monetary
liquidity in the economy, with higher borrowing costs and declining consumer savings rates.

However, while analyst?s optimism about earnings growth in 2025 is high, which would take
earnings well above the long-term growth trend, those estimates are already reversing toward
reality. In the last six months, estimates have dropped by $3 per share and will likely be closer to
$220 per share by next year. As shown, earnings tend not to deviate from the long-term trend for
long, and typically, those deviations only occur during recessions and immediate recoveries.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/image-116.png


As discussed recently, if earnings revert toward the long-term trend, which should be expected
given that earnings are a function of economic growth, the current valuations become more
problematic.

?While the bullish optimism is possible, that outcome faces many challenges in 2025,
given the market already trades at fairly lofty valuations. Even in a&#2013266080;?soft
landing?&#2013266080;environment, earnings should weaken, which makes current
valuations at 27x earnings more challenging to sustain. Therefore, assuming earnings
decline toward their long-term trend, that would suggest current estimates fall to
$220/share by the end of 2025. This substantially changes the outlook for stocks, with
the most bullish case being 6380, assuming a roughly 4.5% gain versus every other
outcome, providing losses ranging from a 2.6% loss to a 20.6% decline.?

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/1735394502_357_Is-Optimism-Too-Optimistic-For-2025.png
https://realinvestmentadvice.com/resources/blog/prediction-for-2025-using-valuation-levels/


But again, those assumptions are based on a continued moderation in economic growth.

Data Suggests A Continued Moderation In Economic Growth

However, to justify the optimism for increased earnings growth, we must also expect that:

1. Economic growth remains more robust than the average 20-year growth rate.
2. Wage and labor growth must reverse (weaken) to sustain historically elevated profit margins.
3. Both interest rates and inflation need to decline to support consumer spending.
4. Trump?s planned tariffs will increase costs on some products and may not be fully offset by

replacement and substitution.
5. Reductions in Government spending, debt issuance, and the deficit subtract from corporate

profitability (Kalecki Profit Equation).
6. Slower economic growth in China, Europe, and Japan reduces demand for U.S. exports,

slowing economic growth.
7. The Federal Reserve maintaining higher interest rates and continuing to reduce its balance

sheet will reduce market liquidity.

You get the idea. While optimism about economic and earnings growth is elevated going into 2025,
there are risks to those forecasts.&#2013266080;Such is particularly true when examining current
economic data?s relative strength and trend. Subdued manufacturing activity, slowing GDP growth,
and cautious consumer behavior all point to an economic environment less supportive of

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/1735394503_264_Is-Optimism-Too-Optimistic-For-2025.png
https://realinvestmentadvice.com/resources/blog/the-kalecki-profit-equation-and-the-coming-reversion/


aggressive earnings growth. As such, investors must carefully navigate the disconnect between
high Wall Street expectations and softening economic conditions.

A better way to visualize this idea is to look at the correlation between the annual change in
earnings growth and inflation-adjusted GDP. There are periods when earnings deviate from
underlying economic activity. However, those periods are due to pre- or post-recession earnings
fluctuations. Currently, economic and earnings growth are very close to the long-term correlation.

Heading into 2025, real personal consumption expenditures (PCE) remain above real retail sales.
While such deviations can occur, they tend not to remain that way long, given that retail sales
comprise about 40% of PCE. Such suggests that in 2025, PCE will begin to converge with retail
sales, resulting in slower economic growth rates.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/image-9.png


The following graph visualizes the plight of the average American by showing the&#2013266080;
?gap?&#2013266080;between the cost of living and income and savings. To fund the current cost
of living, consumers must spend all of their income and savings and then subsidize the remainder
with almost $4000 in debt annually. This is why total consumer debt continues to rise, which does
sustain economic activity in the&#2013266080;near term. However, the longer-term impact is
slower economic growth as consumers cannot take on excess debt. Also, if interest rates remain
elevated, the impact on economic growth is exacerbated.

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/1735394504_843_Is-Optimism-Too-Optimistic-For-2025.png


So, if economic growth slows next year, as the Federal Reserve expects, why is Wall Street so
optimistic?

Why Is Wall Street Always Optimistic?

When Wall Street wants to make a stock offering for a new company, it has to sell that stock to
someone to provide its client, the company, with the funds it needs. The Wall Street firm also
makes a very nice commission from the transaction.

Generally, these publicly offered shares are sold to the firm?s biggest clients, such as hedge funds,
mutual funds, and other institutional clients. But where do those firms get their money? From you.

Whether it is the money you invested in your mutual funds, 401k plan, pension fund, or insurance
annuity, you are at the bottom of the money-grabbing frenzy.&#2013266080;It?s much like a
pyramid scheme ? all the players above you are making their money?from you.

In a&#2013266080;study&#2013266080;by Lawrence Brown, Andrew Call, Michael Clement, and
Nathan Sharp, it is clear that Wall Street analysts are not interested in you. The study surveyed
analysts from major Wall Street firms to understand what happened behind closed doors when
research reports were being put together. In an&#2013266080;interview&#2013266080;with the
researchers, John Reeves and Llan Moscovitz wrote:

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/1735394504_800_Is-Optimism-Too-Optimistic-For-2025.png
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2228373


?Countless studies have shown that the forecasts and stock recommendations of sell-
side analysts are of questionable value to investors. As it turns out, Wall Street sell-side
analysts aren?t primarily interested in making accurate stock picks and earnings
forecasts. Despite the attention lavished on their forecasts and recommendations,
predictive accuracy just isn?t their main job.?

The chart below is from the survey conducted by the researchers, which shows the main factors
that play into analysts? compensation. What analysts are&#2013266080;?paid?&#2013266080;to
do is quite different from what retail investors&#2013266080;?think?&#2013266080;they do.

?Sharp and Call told us that ordinary investors, who may be relying on analysts?
stock recommendations to make decisions, need to know that accuracy in these
areas is ?not a priority.?&#2013266080;One analyst told the researchers:

?The part to me that?s shocking about the industry is that I came into the industry
thinking [success] would be based on how well my stock picks do. But a lot of it ends up

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Analyst-Survey-1-060413-1.jpg


being ?What are your broker votes???

A ?broker vote?&#2013266080;is an internal process&#2013266080;whereby clients
of the sell-side analysts? firms assess the value of their research and decide which
firms? services they wish to buy. This process is crucial to analysts&#2013266080;
because good broker votes result in revenue for their firm.&#2013266080;One
analyst noted that broker votes&#2013266080;?directly impact my compensation
and directly impact the compensation of my firm.??

You Aren?t Important

The question becomes, ?If the retail client is not the firm?s focus, then who is??&#2013266080;
The survey table below clearly answers that question.

Not surprisingly, you are at the bottom of the list. The incestuous relationship between companies,
institutional clients, and Wall Street is the root cause of the ongoing problems within the financial
system.&#2013266080;It is a closed loop portrayed as a fair and functional system; however,
it has become a ?money grab?&#2013266080;that has corrupted the system and the
regulatory agencies that are supposed to oversee it.

How We Are Trading It

Why am I telling you this? To be a better long-term investor, you must understand the game you
are playing and where you get your information.

As I have stated, neither we nor anyone else knows how 2025 will turn out. While I would bet
against the bulls, there is always the risk of disappointment.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Analyst-Survey-2-060413-1.jpg


However, Wall Street is incentivized to keep you invested, as that is how they make money.
There is nothing wrong with that as long as you understand the game.&#2013266080;What is
essential to know is that analysts are often wrong in their assumptions, and they revise those
assumptions along the way. Therefore, the advice you acted on previously is no longer valid.
Notably, while the analysts? revised&#2013266080;?estimates?&#2013266080;will eventually
be&#2013266080;?correct,?&#2013266080;it does little to offset the initial investment risk you took
under previously wrong information.

Such is why having a very defined set of trading rules can help offset the risk of wrong information
over time. These rules won?t offset all your investment risk, nor will they ensure absolute
profitability in all scenarios. However, they provide a framework to mitigate the risk of a
catastrophic outcome that permanently impairs your capital.

The Rules

1. Cut losers short and let winners run.&#2013266080;(Be a scale-up buyer.)
2. Set goals and be actionable.&#2013266080;(Without specific goals, trades become

arbitrary.)
3. Emotionally driven decisions void the investment process.&#2013266080;(Buy high/sell

low)
4. Follow the trend.&#2013266080;(80% of portfolio performance is determined by the long-

term, monthly trend. While a ?rising tide lifts all boats,? the opposite is also true.)
5. Never let a&#2013266080;?trading opportunity?&#2013266080;turn into a long-term

investment.&#2013266080;(Refer to rule #1. All initial purchases are ?trades? until your
investment thesis is proved correct.)

6. An investment discipline does not work if it is not followed.
7. ?Losing money?&#2013266080;is part of the investment process.&#2013266080;(If you

are not prepared to take losses when they occur, you should not be investing.)
8. The odds of success improve significantly when the technical price action confirms

the fundamental analysis.&#2013266080;(This applies to both bull and bear markets)
9. Never, under any circumstances, add to a losing position.&#2013266080;(?Only losers

add to losers.? ? Paul Tudor Jones)
10. Markets are either&#2013266080;?bullish?&#2013266080;or&#2013266080;?bearish.?

&#2013266080;During a&#2013266080;?bull market,?&#2013266080;be only long or
neutral. During a&#2013266080;?bear market,?&#2013266080;be only neutral or
short.&#2013266080;(Bull and Bear markets are determined by their long-term trend.)

11. When markets are trading at, or near, extremes do the opposite of the&#2013266080;
?herd.?

12. Do more of what works and less of what doesn?t.&#2013266080;(Traditional rebalancing
takes money from winners and adds it to losers. Rebalance by reducing
losers&#2013266080;and adding to winners.)

13. ?Buy?&#2013266080;and&#2013266080;?Sell?&#2013266080;signals are only useful if
implemented.&#2013266080;(Managing without a ?buy/sell? discipline is designed to fail.)

14. Strive to be a .700&#2013266080;?at bat?&#2013266080;player.&#2013266080;(No
strategy works 100% of the time. Be consistent, control errors, and capitalize on opportunities
to win.)

15. Manage risk and volatility.&#2013266080;(Control the variables that lead to mistakes to
generate returns as a byproduct.)

Feel free to reach out if you want to navigate these uncertain waters with expert guidance. Our
team specializes in helping clients make informed decisions in today?s volatile markets.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/connect-now/


Have a great week.

Research Report

Subscribe To ?Before The Bell?&#2013266080;For Daily Trading Updates

We have set up a separate channel JUST for our short daily market updates. Please subscribe to
THIS CHANNEL&#2013266080;to receive daily notifications before the market opens.

Click Here And Then Click The SUBSCRIBE Button

[embed]https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h87m6yGM_M8[/embed]

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Portfolio-allocation.png
https://realinvestmentadvice.com/resources/blog/affordable-care-act-the-inflation-of-healthcare/
https://www.youtube.com/@BeforeTheBell2023


Subscribe To Our YouTube Channel&#2013266080;To Get Notified Of All Our Videos

Bull Bear Report Market Statistics & Screens

SimpleVisor Top & Bottom Performers By Sector

https://bit.ly/2Tqetau
https://www.simplevisor.com/home


S&P 500 Weekly Tear Sheet

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Market-Xray-1.png


Relative Performance Analysis

In last week?s newsletter, we noted that we saw much of the rebalancing process occur as
expected, and now the market is mostly oversold. That remained the case this past week. One
important note is that while it seemed the market was ?broadening out? mid-year, that broadening
collapsed heading into year-end. Materials gave up all their gains, and more, Real Estate,

https://simplevisorinsights.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/1735394508_302_Is-Optimism-Too-Optimistic-For-2025.png


Healthcare, Emerging Markets, and Small Caps reversed most of their gains. Once again, the
?Mega-Cap? stocks held gains at year-end along with financials. It will be interesting to see if 2025
is a repeat of 2024 or if something does finally change.



Technical Composite

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Market-Sector-Relative-Performance-3.png


The technical overbought/sold gauge comprises several price indicators (R.S.I., Williams %R, etc.),
measured using ?weekly? closing price data. Readings above ?80? are considered overbought,
and below ?20? are oversold. The market peaks when those readings are 80 or above, suggesting
prudent profit-taking and risk management. The best buying opportunities exist when those
readings are 20 or below.

The current reading is&#2013266080;69.98&#2013266080;out of a possible 100.

Portfolio Positioning ?Fear / Greed? Gauge

The ?Fear/Greed? gauge is how individual and professional investors are ?positioning?
themselves in the market based on their equity exposure. From a contrarian position, the higher the
allocation to equities, the more likely the market is closer to a correction than not. The gauge uses
weekly closing data.

NOTE:&#2013266080;The Fear/Greed Index measures risk from 0 to 100. It is a rarity that it
reaches levels above 90. The current reading&#2013266080;is&#2013266080;66.23 out of a
possible 100.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Technical-Guage-1.png


Relative Sector Analysis

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Fear-Greed-Index-1.png


Most Oversold Sector Analysis

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Relative-Analysis-2.png


Sector Model Analysis & Risk Ranges

How To Read This Table

The table compares the relative performance of each sector and market to the S&P 500
index.

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Most-Oversold-Sector-Analysis-1.png


?MA XVER? (Moving Average Crossover) is determined by the short-term weekly moving
average crossing positively or negatively with the long-term weekly moving average.
The risk range is a function of the month-end closing price and the ?beta? of the sector or
market. (Ranges reset on the 1st of each month)
The table shows the price deviation above and below the weekly moving averages.

The sell-off this past week took a majority of sectors, along with bonds, well below their monthly
risk ranges. Such sets up those sectors, along with bonds, for a rally into year-end as portfolio
window dress their portfolios for year-end reporting. We discussed previously that much of the
trading action this past week would be on the downside due to the need for funds to make annual
distributions and complete tax loss selling for year-end. That has mostly been completed, giving the
market room to rally.

Weekly SimpleVisor Stock Screens

We provide three stock screens each week from&#2013266080;SimpleVisor.

This week, we are searching for the Top 20:

Relative Strength Stocks
Momentum Stocks
Fundamental & Technical Strength W/ Dividends

(Click Images To Enlarge)

RSI Screen

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Risk-Range-Report-3.png
https://www.simplevisor.com/home


Momentum Screen

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Screen-RSI-3.png


Fundamental & Technical Screen

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Screen-Momentum-3.png


SimpleVisor Portfolio Changes

We post all of our portfolio changes as they occur at&#2013266080;SimpleVisor:

Dec 23rd

Trade Alert ? Dividend Equity Model&#2013266080;Only

Given the deep oversold condition in the energy sector, we are selling one of our utility stocks and
adding to energy. We are also swapping a 3%+ dividend yield for a 4.6% yield. We were
overweight in the utilities sector with Edison (ED), so we are swapping ED for KinderMorgan (KMI),
which should also benefit from the data center buildout and future power demand increases.

Equity Model

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Screen-Fund-and-Technical-2.png
https://simplevisor.com/


Sell 100% of Edison (ED)
Initiate a 3.33% position in the portfolio with KinderMorgan (KMI)

Lance Roberts,&#2013266080;C.I.O., RIA Advisors

Have a happy, safe and prosperous New Year.


