
Year End Trading Patterns Take Hold

Per the Tweet of the Day, our SimpleVisor relative analysis tool suddenly shows the real estate
sector is the most overbought sector. For the better part of the year, real estate and many other
sectors grossly lagged behind the technology and communications sectors. As we approach year
end, the tide is turning. The graph below shows last week?s performance of each sector alongside
its year-to-date performance. The real estate sector rose over 4% last week, cutting its year-to-date
negative return in half. Basic materials, which had been down for the year pushed into the green
with a +2.75% performance on the week. At the same time, the communications sector was down
2.5%, and technology barely eked out a gain. With year end nearing, what might be causing the
stark differences in the relative performance of various sectors?

Typically in December, as institutions prepare for year end, mutual funds distribute capital gains,
interest income, and dividends. Doing so often requires selling in those sectors and stocks with the
biggest gains. Additionally, some institutions like to window dress their portfolios going into year
end. Many institutions only report their holdings monthly or quarterly. Therefore, they may buy or
sell stocks based on what they want their investors to think they held throughout the last month or
quarter. Most often, markets are pressured in early to mid-December as mutual funds weigh on
markets. However, once those trades are finished, the infamous Santa Rally often appears.

http://www.simplevisor.com/


What To Watch Today

Earnings
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Economy

Market Trading Update

After testing this year?s high on Friday, the markets pulled back some on Monday. However, even
with the market down, there was buying both mid-day and into the close, showing support from
buyers. One noteworthy change over the last week or so is the lag in performance by the
?Magnificent 7? and the rotation into some of the more beaten-down sectors of the market, like
Healthcare. This is likely due to mutual fund reblanancing for year-end distributions as those
sectors with the biggest runup this year are sold down to weight and the laggards are brought up to
weight. This is likely NOT a change in attitude but a short-term situation that will likely resolve itself
over the next few days.

With the ?stock buyback? window closing this week, one support for the bull rally over the last
month is being removed. With the markets very overbought and close to a sell signal, continue to
take profits, rebalance risks, and look for a better opportunity to increase exposures.
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Growth Versus Value In Small Caps

We have often opined on the outperformance of large-cap growth stocks and the
underperformance of value and smaller-cap stocks this year. The graph below looks inside the
small-cap Russell 3000 index to show that the chase for growth over value isn?t limited to large-
cap stocks. The Russell 3000 growth index is beating the value index by over 30% this year!
However, as shown in the bottom bar chart, in 2022, small-cap value beat growth by about 25%.

https://tinyurl.com/BBR-2023
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Gold Shines Then Falters On Sunday

If you woke up Monday morning and saw gold futures down $25, you may not have thought much
of it. Given its recent $200 surge, a rest from its recent pace seems reasonable. However,
Monday?s price action is more ominous for those who were watching gold when the futures market
opened Sunday at 6 pm ET. As shown below, gold rose over $50 within the first few hours of
trading. Once peaking at $2150, it started falling precipitously. The first graph below shows gold
prices put in quite a bearish candle. Such a candle with a long wick, following a strong trend higher
or lower, can signal a reversal. The second graph better details the price action since Sunday
night.
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Tweet of the Day

https://realinvestmentadvice.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/gold-short-term.png


Please subscribe to the daily commentary to receive these updates every morning before
the opening bell.

If you found this blog useful, please send it to someone else, share it on social media,
or contact us to set up a meeting.
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