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Markets Fail To Hold Support

Techmically, Speating UPDATE:

Markels le,ovﬂgltl support

This is a short update to Tuesday's Technically Speaking post. In that post, | stated:

"In this past weekend's newsletter, | discussed the fact the markets had finally awoken
to the reality that rates have once again broken above 3%. 'Speaking of rates, each
time rates have climbed towards 3%, the market has stumbled.™

Well, on Wednesday, the markets did indeed stumble. As | noted, the&#2013266080;market was
testing the January breakout highs and that this was a "make or break" point. | noted the two
important things we were paying attention to:

1. There is a defined trendline the market has held since the April lows. (Blacked dashed line) In
July, the market broke that trendline but quickly recovered. A failure to get back above that
trendline on this bounce, and a failure to attain new highs, will continue what appears
to be an early topping pattern.&#2013266080;


https://simplevisorins.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Markets-Fail-Support.png
https://simplevisorins.wpengine.com/technically-speaking-markets-cling-to-support/
https://simplevisorins.wpengine.com/did-something-just-break-10-05-18/

2. The momentum sell signal, which signaled a "risk off* market in early February, is very close
to triggering. As shown this signal was very close to triggering in July but the market rallied
strongly enough to keep that from occurring. Can it do the same this time?

| also stated:
"It will be imperative the market maintains support and musters a rally by the end of the
week. Otherwise, there is a high probability the market will retest the bullish trend line
from the 2016 lows. With the longer-term moving average currently running along
that trend line, a break below that level changes the entire dynamic of the market
to a 'risk-off'&#2013266080;mode."

| have updated the chart from Tuesday. Note the deeply oversold condition currently like we saw
back in early February. These oversold conditions tend to generate a short-term rally that can

be used to reduce risk into.&#2013266080;

$SPX S4P 500 Large Cap Incex IND @ StockCharts.com
11-0ct2018 11:18am Open 277557 High 279514 Low 274545 Last 274963 Chg -26.05 (1.20%)
AW m%R(14) H7.85

Overbought a0

A0

Oversold o
H

n N
L} ."‘
ﬂ‘%h‘ P 2025
1 .,.
4 #
2000

January High Support DMTTW 1"“" 2675

W) £5PY (Daily) 2749.63

I
&

W s
W

2880

2825

2800

277s

-
w

2ran

}

2725
2ran

Trend Channel e

26450

2625

2600

2575

2550

2018 Fah, Mar Apr May o Dec

Reduce Equity Risk **

Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct

12

Reduce Equity Risk? 10

n.a

Increase Equity Risk 04

0.4

0.z

memmmaeeadofae

= §TNK 31,57 32

21
a0
28
28
27
26
25
24

RS B

2018 Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oet Now Dec


https://simplevisorins.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/SP500-MarketUpdate-101118-7.png

The break of support at the January highs triggered the "algos" to start selling, and the liquidation
across markets was fast and furious. The selloff also triggered a short-term "sell signal” which
suggests the markets have now moved into a "risk off" mode. As | have often stated, the initial
crack in the market will often give you an opportunity to rebalance risks in a portfolio. So, it is often
never wise to make emotional sell decisions. As shown in the first chart above, the recent sell-
off has exhausted much of the short-term downside risk. However, it is where the market
finishes the week which is most critical. The chart below is a WEEKLY chart going back to the
2015-2016 lows.

$SPX S&P 500 Large Cap Index IND ® StockCharts.com
11-0ct2018 11:18am Open 257753 High 2804.23 Low 2735.45 Last 275477 Volume 7.16 Chg-130.80 (4.53%)+
Bl & i e o _' | e j .' == A= i Y
| .l .I [ w . i 4 [ | ;' .'l J - ; i - ,' :- o Y
808
I Al Breakout | 0
o
W $5Py (Weekly) 275477 =3 #8081
e 2040
287287 L 9 . 2000
L+ (2380.10

- n-“nu:ﬂ.“.ni'l
2801.§Qi' TM . .
g

i 75411

My 2700
T | 2640
L . 2800

B . 2560
G mEa 2800

2450

2400
Market Fails 5380

Accelerated Trend Line 23110
o S 2250
A 2200

ot
o 2150
P I 2100

'] ) #
Lo 2050

213472 1648
209355

* 2000
1850

[ 7288
1200

1867.01 1830

1800

OHNDASFM AMI JA SON DI6F MAM JJA SO HNDITT FMAM JJ ASO HNDIE FMAMIL ASTN
125

100

e ; O fi5.538

- - an

ONDIBFM AMI JA SOHN DIBF MAM JJA SO NDIT FMAM JJ ASONDIE FMAMIL ASDON
Currently, the market IS HOLDING support at the longer-term moving average. However, the
break below the accelerated bullish trend line from the 2016 lows is very disturbing and, as noted
above, this break changes our stance from a near-term bullish to near-term bearish
outlook.&#2013266080;&#2013266080; The next chart zooms in for a closer look at what we
expect to happen and what actions we will be taking in portfolios over the days ahead.
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The vertical red and green lines were very short-term buy/sell signals which show when price
momentum is favorable for increasing or reducing equity-related risk. That signal is currently
triggering a "sell"&#2013266080;and suggests reducing risks in portfolios currently. Given the
short-term OVERSOLD condition of the market, we want to use rallies to rebalance risks in
portfolios. | have mapped out three possible outcomes between now and the end of the year in
which we will take actions.

#1 - A rally back to the bullish trendline will be used to reduce risk (ie. raise cash) in
portfolios by selling lagging positions and rebalancing risk in winning positions. Rule:
sell losers and let winners run.&#2013266080; We fully expect an initial rally to fail as
investors caught in the selloff will be looking for an opportunity to sell. However, if that
selloff fails to hold support at the recent lows it will suggest a bigger corrective
action is in process. We will be looking to reduce equity risk further, raise cash,
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evaluate portfolio allocation models.&#2013266080; #2- If the selloff following a
failed rally holds support at the recent lows and turns up, such will suggest a rally back
to either the January highs or all-time highs. NOTE: A rally back to all-time highs
following a corrective pullback will again retest the underside of the bullish trend
line from the 2016 lows.&#2013266080;Such remains a "bearish" backdrop from
equity risk going into 2019 where economic and earnings data is expected to slow
further. We will use any rally back to those levels to reduce risk as noted in #1. #3- If the
rally from the recent lows fails at the January highs we will again use that opportunity to
reduce equity risk and rebalance portfolio allocations.&#2013266080;

| must reiterate we are not suggesting blowing out of portfolios and moving to cash. What |
am suggesting is that we are taking actions to:

1. Manage our exposure levels,
2. Maintaining trailing stop-loss levels; and
3. Reducing risk and raising some cash until "the smoke clears."&#2013266080;

The reason we are not becoming overly negative yet, is that the longer-term backdrop of the

market does indeed remain bullish for now.

$SPX 58P 500 Large Cap Incex INDX @ StockChartscom
11-0ct2018 11:10am Open 28?? 53 High 2894 33 Low 2?49 U? Last 275349 'u'olume 718 Chg 13208 (-4.58%)

J PJIH\“r'[ﬂ \ i A1 '”“H !""'W Jii r' ,lwlff”"ﬁ ”. AR ) A

£ (442

-80 20

-—— E:‘-__ o
= = l :
el 1
=

™ T
1R

— !

W 43PN (Weekly) 275349 2040

Al 0
%500 2820

2200 2000

2800
2880
70
i [FERT]
]
2840
2830
2820
2810
2800
740
740
| (RS

N i
TR

vy el bbbl sl Eelbellele ellbertel
Fomy
e
Pl
[t

,;

3 ""'"""""""""""""'ﬂ'"""ﬁ"""

P A ~

o

Y 2740
B0 ' 730
. 270
500 1 20

; 2700
2600

A mmEmEsEssssss s s -

e

Long -Term Moving Average
Has Denoted Qverall Trend.

L

T

(=]

1904 1895 1985 1947 1908 W 2014 s 2018

9 008 2008 42010 2011420 2017 2018 2018 -

_m (i1
150
100 150

Gl 125

1
000 2001 2002 2001 2004 2005 2006 2007

|

r ]

_ Rare "Buy" and "Sell" Signals L

i

|

A0 75
-100 &l

-180 2
iy P |

-

. Sy ey

o e
S mm e e g —————

-----_----1--

0
J


https://simplevisorins.wpengine.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/SP500-MarketUpdate-101118-6.png

However, there is clear evidence that backdrop is becoming more bearish on both a macro-
economic and earnings front. Therefore, by taking some actions now, reduces the risk of
something going wrong and destroying a lot of capital very quickly. As | have repeatedly discussed
over the last several weeks, prudent portfolio management practices reduce inherent portfolio risk
thereby increasing the odds of long-term success. Any rally that occurs over the next few days from
the current levels&#2013266080;will be used as a&#2013266080;?sellable rally?
&#2013266080;to rebalance portfolios and related risk.&#2013266080;These practices align
with our most basic investment rules/philosophies as noted above.

e Sell positions that simply are not working.&#2013266080;If they are not working in a
strongly rising market, they will hurt you more when the market falls.&#2013266080;
Investment Rule: Cut losers short.

e Trim winning positions back to original portfolio weightings.&#2013266080;This allows
you to harvest profits but remain invested in positions that are working.
&#2013266080;Investment Rule: Let winners run.

e Retain cash raised from sales&#2013266080;for opportunities to purchase investments
later at a better price.&#2013266080;Investment Rule: Sell High, Buy Low

Remember, we can ALWAYS add money back into the markets once the evidence of the
continuation of a bull market is available. Until then, we are going to err on the side of caution.



